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Tw SCOTTISH ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION. 

We print herewith the last communication received from 
the Scottish Antarctic Expedition: 

E~TANLEY, FALKLANDS, 
ANTARCTIC SHIP SCOTIA, Januarg 24, 1303. 

DEAR SIR: I beg to  acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of your esteemed 
favor of November 6 last and the copies of the MONTHLY WEATHER RE- 
VIEW. Please convey to the Chief of Bureau my best thanks for his gift. 
We leave here to-morrow for the. Weddell Sea,' puhhing south along the 
thirtieth parallel of west longitude and wintering in the ice. We do not 
expect to return here before February or March of next gear. I hope to  
be able to contribute something to  your magazine. We filial1 concentratr 
on kite work as much as circumstances permit. and have a cwnlilete out- 
A t  of meteorographs, kiteb, etc., on board. There ih, we lrrlieve, sollie 
posbibility of the ink freezing. as we have not the new ink, containing 
tonsol, on boaid. 

(Signed) R. C'. Mossnrm, 
Metrorologicrt. ~- 

THE CLIMATES OF GEOLOGICAL AGES. 

One of the most interesting branches of climatological study 
consists in the effort to reason backward from the known cli- 
mates of various portions of the world in the present epoch to 
what those climates must have been in earlier ages, when ani- 
mals and plants differed somewhat from those of to-day. This 
study involves quite as much geology as nieteorology, and is 
not likely to be solved without a due regard to both these ele- 
ments. The latest contribution coiisists in a broad treatmeiit 
of the subject by Professor Dr. Fritz Frech, of Breslau, who has 
considered the geological and paleontological conditions that 
must be satisfied, and shows plainly how our present ignorance 
of many points prevents logical arguinentation on the suhject. 
In  conclusion he says: 

It scarcely need.: to  he htatrd that  I ani far fro111 (*oii+ 
problem of the dih-iliuticm o f  heat in past grologicd age+ a 
the present studieh. M'hq r tiah 1)uhied himself ft)r many 
the reconhtruction o f  the ent o('eanLi and routinruth will 
how great are the gap- in knowlrdgr o f  this subject an 
prises are in htcirr  for Lib; for in.:tanc.e. a s  the results o f  that 
the antarctic: regions which is just now beginning. I have tli 
purely physical side of the ~irolilwi aut1 cau eahily imagine that furthrr 

1 The southern extremity of the South Atlantic, explored liy Captain 
Weddell about 1RaO. 

- _ ~  

modifleatione are possible; that, for instance, there esist still other rela- 
tions between the enormous eruptions of masses that  sonietimes cover 
whole continents and the changes in the cilmatir temperature. But I 
consider it certain that  there is a parallelism hetween the maxima of 
terrefitrial temperatures and the niaxiiua of volcanic activity, and that 
there is a siniultanrity between the glacial epochs and the minima of 
eruptive actil ity. 

1. The question as to  the origin of the prevailing warmer climates in 
the grologicd past can not be separated from the problem of the glacial 
epo~*hl-;. 

8. The variatinns in the percentage of varlionic. acid gas in the atmos- 
phere afford the physical explanation for the differences of the warmer 
and colder c.limatrs in the geological pa&; a higher percentage of car- 
lionic acid gab vorresponds to  a higher trinprrature. 

nc-tl varlicinic a(.id gas is consuinecl liy orgauir aud chemical pro- 
thereforr, \t)lrauic exhalation.: cviuhtitute the only hource to  

rbalanre thib conbuiiiption. 
4. Couhequeutly, thn)ugh all geological tiiiie a cliniinutiou of erup- 

t i \  e activity c~nrrrspnnds to a rliniinution of  t.arhonic. acid gas and a fall o f  
teiiiperaturr; huch a fall of trniprraturr twiw producrcl a glacial epoch; 
naniely, a t  the end o f  the paleozoii. epovh an11 at the lieginning o f  the 
prehent yeoh igit.al ep . Every maximum of volcanic eruptions cor- 
rr+p i d s  to a t.learlg ervalile rihe in teuilierature. 

factor, that iuflorncr.z the c-limate of the whole 
earth.  arr the rlistril on nf lantl and  water, as also the (.onsequent 
4liret.tion of  the i.iirreuts o f  wind aud owan. whivh are of great impor- 
tenc-r in ~letrriiiining the harac.t,er o f  the ialimate. 

6. On the t)thrr hand. the uniform warm vliiiiate that hah prevailed 
(luring Iiy far t h r  greater nunilier tif griiloyiid periods van not be ex- 
Iilained liy any tithpr di.strillutiou o f  the cluantity of heat that we now 

All the olilrr 1wriods of  the eartli'.: liihtory up t d )  the end of the 
(*arlJc~nife~roiik found a warm cliiiiatr fairly unifiiriiily ili.ztril,utrd over 
the earth. 

)ilk Iierinil thrrr owurrecl a glacial 
in the Southern Hemisphere, hut 
the Noi-theru aiid which soon dis- 

The general conc.lusions are as follows: 

5. Inrlr~ienfleut o f t  

THE WEATHER OF THE MONTH. 
By W. B. STOCKMAN, Forecast O5cia1, in charge of Division of Recorda and Meteorological Data. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WEATHER FOR 
JANUARY. 

During January, 1903, the temperature was noma1 in the 
lower Lake region; slightly below in the South Atlantic States, 
east Gulf States, the Ohio Valley and Tennessee, and the 
middle Pacific district; elsewhere it was above normal, and in 
the majority of these districts the mean daily excess wasmuch 
more marked than in the regions where the departures showed 
a deficiency. 

The precipitation was considerably above normal in the 
Florida Peninsula, and slightly above in North Dakota, the 
middle Plateau region, and the middle Pacific district; else- 
where it was below normal, the departures, however, amounted 
to less than 1 inch, except in the Ohio Valley and Tennessee 
where it was -1.9 inches. 

The relative humidity was normal in the Middle Atlantic, 
South Atlantic, and west Gulf States, the Ohio Valley and 
Tennessee, upper Lake region, and the north Pacific district; 
slightly below in New England, the east Gulf States, North 
Dakota, the southern Plateau region, and the south Pacific ais- 
trict, and slightly above normal in the remaining geographical 
districts. 

The cloudiness was slightly below the average in New Eng- 

land, the Missouri Valley and middle Plateau region, and above 
the average in the remaining districts. the departures, how- 
ever, not being very marked, except in the Florida Peninsula, 
and the north Pacific, and middle Pacific districts. 

PRESSURE. 

The distribution of monthly mean pressure is shown graphic- 
ally on Chart VI and the numerical values are given in Tables 
I and VI. 

The area of highest mean atmospheric pressure overlay 
the northern ancl middle Plat,eau regions, a d  northern and 
west-central California. Another area of somewhat lower 
mean pressure overlay the central Gulf States, ancl south-cen- 
tral Tennessee. The lowest means were in northern New 
England. The pressure W I ~ S  slightly above normal in the Rio 
G r a d e  Valley and thence northwestward to southeastern 
Washington and the California coast; elsewhere it was below 
normal, and over the greater portion of the area of deficient 
pressure the departures were quite decided and were most 
marked in partfl of the Lake region. 

The mean pressure for January, 1903. increased slightly over 
that of December, 1902, generally west of the one hundred 
and fifteenth meridian. To the eastward of said meridian it 


